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SPECIAL FOCUS 

Withdrawal to Drawdown: Russia’s 

Endgame in Syria 
Mikhil Rialch 
 

On 1 October 2015, Russian warplanes started 

bombing anti-Assad targets off an airbase in Latakia, 

surprising the world with this unexpected 

intervention. Last month, not a few analysts had to 

eat their words as Vladimir Putin announced, “I 

think that the task that was assigned to the Ministry 

of Defense and the armed forces as a whole has 

achieved its goal, and so I order the defense 

minister to start tomorrow withdrawing the main 

part of our military factions from the Syrian Arab 

Republic.” 

Moscow’s shock-and-awe approach to the Syrian 

conflict comes in stark contrast to US prevarication 

as they attempt to hold together a coalition that is 

seemingly at cross-purposes within itself. But even 

a month later, foreign policy observers find 

themselves hotly discussing the reasons behind the 

Russian withdrawal, and how its Syrian adventure 

aligned itself with Putin’s long-term strategic 

objectives.  
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According to Dmitri Trenin, Director at Carnegie 

Moscow, Syria and Ukraine stand as case studies of 

the two major foreign policy pillars of Russia. That is, 

projecting power abroad and preserving national 

security closer to home, respectively. By that logic, 

the Syrian conflict was means for Russia to assert its 

stature as a driving force in contemporary 

geopolitics and showcase its military might to the 

West. That, and the fact that the Assad regime is 

the only traditional ally Moscow retains along the 

Mediterranean. This then begs the question: why 

the withdrawal? 

Reading between the lines on Putin’s 

announcement and Russian movements across the 

Black Sea, it becomes clear that there is no such 

withdrawal taking place. Reports have surfaced that 

the ‘Syrian Express’ – a nickname for the convoy of 

ships tasked with the supply of Russian forces in the 

region – has been actively transporting heavy loads 

of cargo to the Russian naval facility at Tartous, 

Syria. In the two weeks since Putin’s announcement, 

Russian ships have transported more cargo than 

they have brought back, and it also appears that 

Moscow has reinforced its naval strength along the 

Syrian coast. Infrastructure at the Russian airbase of 

Latakia – containing one of the most advanced 

surface-to-air missile systems in the world – is being 

maintained. The only “withdrawal” has been of a 

few fixed-wing jets and service personnel from 

Russia’s pool of approximately 50 aircraft on the 

base. And if needed, the air force at Latakia can be 

reinforced within three hours.   

Which brings us back to the question: why the 

drawdown (since” withdrawal” is too extreme a 

term). Some claim that the recent outfitting of 

Syrian opposition with MANPADS anti-aircraft 

missile launchers (provided, some say, by Saudi 

Arabia) and the threats of a scaled-up US 

intervention have dissuaded Moscow from aiding 

its beleaguered ally in Damascus. Others cite 

disagreements with the Assad regime and its 

partners in the conflict, Iran and Hezbollah. Yet 

others claim that the Su-25 strike aircraft and Su-34 

bombers needed maintenance and repairs, and 

announcing a withdrawal was a way for Putin to 

both save face and score political points as a 

peacekeeper in Syria.  

Say what you will about Moscow’s foreign policy 

but it is far from reactionary. At the start of the 

campaign, Putin had stressed that only a political 

solution would bring an end to the Syrian conflict. 

And if the reports of a Jordanian official admitting 

that Moscow had informed them of their pulling-

out in January are true, the length of the campaign 

appears to be premeditated. Assessing the 

progression of events since October, it is clear that 

the Russians ran a tight ship, a cost-effective air 

campaign with ground assistance from allies who 

had more or less similar objectives. From saving the 

Assad regime from near-annihilation to blasting a 

path for its subsequent drive to Aleppo, Russia has 

achieved more with its budget of $3-4 million/day 

than the US has with a considerably larger $11.5 

million. So far so good, but the crumbling Russian 

economy cannot sustain such losses for a 

protracted period of time. This, combined with the 

fact that Russian aircraft now run a risk of being 

downed by MANPADS promises a correspondingly 

uphill struggle in the months to come. Better to quit 

while ahead, seems to be the thinking in the 

Kremlin.  

The conflict has now reached a point of a “hurting 

stalemate” as Paul R. Pillar calls it, a condition in 

which no side believes it can achieve military 

victory. This makes it ideal for the opposing sides to 

come to the negotiating table and attempt to work 

out their differences. Credit must be given to Russia 

for bringing things to balance. And with its 

drawdown, Moscow has also effectively pressured 

Assad into sticking to its line and playing by the 

rules. By putting his stamp on the Geneva peace 

talks, Putin has the opportunity to do what the 

West has so far proven incapable of doing: force 

through a political compromise that may bring an 

end to a war that has dragged on long enough. This 

may be the diplomatic coup he hoped to achieve in 
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the first place, though it remains to be seen if his 

machinations bear fruit.       

(Mikhil Rialch is a Research Intern at ORF, Delhi) 

 

COMMENTARIES 

Will the Syrian Ceasefire Last? 
 

Jonathan Spyer 

The cease-fire that came into effect in Syria on 

February 27 is a partial success. Humanitarian 

convoys have begun to get through to some of 

the areas besieged by government forces. The 

death toll is sharply down. According to the 

Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, the 

civilian death toll in Syria fell by 90 percent last 

week. This was accompanied by an 80% decline 

in deaths among combatants on all sides. 

"Proximity" talks between the sides are set to 

commence in Geneva on Wednesday. The 

government has announced it will attend. The 

opposition High Negotiations Committee has 

yet to make a final decision but will probably 

also be there. So does the cease-fire in Syria 

represent the beginnings of an endgame in the 

long and bloody civil war that has racked the 

country since mid- 2011? This is a war in which, 

according to a recent report by the Damascus-

based Syrian Center for Policy Research, up to 

470,000 people have died. Fully 11.5% of the 

population have been killed or injured, and 45% 

have left their homes. As of now, there remains 

very little chance of the implementation of the 

plan as outlined in Vienna last November for 

the diplomatic process in Syria. According to 

this plan, within six months of the 

commencement of negotiations, the sides are to 

establish a "credible, inclusive, and 

nonsectarian" transitional government. This 

government will then set about drafting a new 

constitution and holding free and fair UN-

supervised election within 18 months.  The 

tentative success of the February 27 cease-fire 

notwithstanding, this plan still sounds utterly 

unrealistic. Its main stumbling block remains 

the core disagreement between regime and 

opposition over the future role of President 

Bashar Assad. For the opposition, any role for 

Assad in the course of the transition remains 

utterly unacceptable. 

For Assad, riding high on the results of the 

Russian intervention that began last September, 

there is no reason to compromise or 

contemplate departure. On the contrary, the 

Syrian dictator bullishly (and absurdly) 

announced this week that parliamentary 

elections will take place across Syria on April 

13. Since the officially sanctioned diplomatic 

process remains somewhat otherworldly, and 

yet the cease-fire has not been a total failure, 

what direction are events likely to take? As of 

now, Syria has fragmented, and a host of related 

conflicts are taking place over its ruins. The 

Russian intervention has effectively removed 

from the table the possibility of the military 

destruction of the dictatorship. 

For this to be achieved, an air force capable of 

besting that of the Russians, who guarantee 

Assad's survival, would need to enter the fray. 

Such air power is possessed only by the US. 

Washington has absolutely no intention of 

acting as the air wing of the Syrian Sunni rebels, 

in a way analogous to that of the Russians vis-à-

vis the regime. Since this is likely to remain the 

case, it follows that there is no longer any 

credible military threat to the continued 

existence of the Assad regime in its enclave in 

Damascus, in the western coastal area, in the 

cities of western Syria and in the areas linking 

them. This being said, it remains the case that a 

regime reconquest of the entirety of Syria also 

remains unlikely. Assad, in a recent interview, 

declared this to be his goal. But it is unlikely 

that the actual forces that could conceivably 

achieve this goal for him – Russian air power 

and Iranian proxies on the ground – are 

interested in pursuing it. 

Iran is withdrawing Iranian Revolutionary 

Guard Corps personnel from northwest Syria. 

The immediate goal of preventing any threat to 

the regime has been achieved. The Iranian 
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regime does not appear to wish to commit its 

own forces to the mutual slaughterhouse that a 

campaign to reconquer all of rebel and Sunni 

jihadist-controlled Syria would entail. The 

Russians, too, appear wary of a long and 

grinding campaign of reconquest. With a 

devalued ruble and very low oil prices, it is not 

clear that they could sustain the necessary 

expenditure. Again, the goal of the Russian 

campaign appears to have been to preserve the 

regime enclave, not to enter an all-out assault 

for the reunification of Syria by military means. 

Even Assad himself may be aware that an 

attempt at reunifying the country under his rule 

would bring back the original dilemma that 

caused his withdrawal in the first place. Assad 

does not possess sufficient forces to securely 

govern those areas that reject his rule. The 

Russian intervention has not altered this core 

reality. Russia wants to see the removal of 

Ukraine-related sanctions on it, and to be 

treated as a world power. Backing its allies and 

ensuring their survival forms a part of this. An 

ongoing bloody campaign of reconquest is 

unlikely to do so. So if the disparate rebellion 

can't beat Assad, and if Assad is unlikely to 

achieve or even try for a knockout blow against 

the rebellion, and if there is no basis for a 

negotiated settlement, doesn't that mean that the 

diplomacy is doomed, the cease-fire bound to 

be short-lived, and a return to full-blown 

conflict inevitable? Maybe, but not necessarily 

it is worth remembering that there are two other 

vital players on the Syrian map, apart from the 

Assad regime and the Sunni Arab rebellion. The 

two other elements are the Kurds, and Islamic 

State. As of now, a Western-backed military 

alliance, the Syrian Democratic Forces, is 

making steady headway against Islamic State. If 

this progress can continue, the prospect opening 

up in Syria will be for a Russian-guaranteed, 

Assad-ruled west, and a US-guaranteed east, in 

which Islamic State has either been destroyed or 

is in the process of eclipse. On this basis, with 

neither side able to dislodge the other and 

neither side having an obvious interest in 

continued conflict (or with each side deterred by 

inescapable realities if they do), it is possible to 

imagine the beginning of a diplomatic process 

based on the emergence of a confederal or de 

facto divided Syria. Such an outcome is, of 

course, not certain, but it is possible. If it does 

not emerge, the bloodletting in Syria is likely to 

recommence with full force in the future, and 

the current cease-fire to be remembered as little 

more than a brief respite. 

(Jonathan Spyer is director of the Rubin Center for 

Research in International Affairs and a fellow at the 

Middle East Forum.) 

Could ISIS and Al Qaeda, Two Giants 

of Jihad, Unite? 

 
Brian Michael Jenkins 

There are both similarities and differences 

between Al Qaeda and the Islamic State of Iraq 

and the Levant (ISIL). Both are bloodthirsty 

terrorist organizations bent on jihad, sworn 

enemies of the infidel west and the United 

States in particular. Could they one day unite in 

an international jihadist merger to create an 

even more potent regional and global threat? It 

is possible.  For the moment, at least, the two 

groups are rivals for the mantle of jihadi 

supremacy and neither side's leadership has 

shown much interest in a union. The situation is 

extremely fluid, though, so it is not 

inconceivable that at some point in the future, 

beyond the current leadership perhaps, the two 

organizations could become one.  

Al Qaeda has morphed several times since its 

emergence in the 1990s and its recognition as 

the global leader in terror with the 9/11 attacks 

in 2001.  ISIL or ISIS did not emerge as an 

international rival to Al Qaeda until 2013. Since 

then, ISIS challenged Al Qaeda's central 

leadership, engaged in hostilities with Al 

Qaeda's affiliate in Syria, expanded its areas of 

control and influence in Syria and Iraq, declared 

the existence of an Islamic State, and received 

pledges of loyalty from various jihadist fronts, 

including factions within Al Qaeda's affiliates in 

Africa and the Middle East.  Though they are 

rivals, there are many similarities between the 

two groups. Both enterprises comprise a central 

leadership and an array of affiliates who, while 
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pledging their loyalty to one or the other, have 

their own interests, capabilities, and modus 

operandi. Individual fighters may also have 

their own agendas, and loyalties may continue 

to shift according to which group is perceived 

as dominant. In addition, both organizations 

appeal to self-radicalized individuals, who help 

the groups build their respective brands through 

terrorist acts carried out in other regions, 

including in the United States.  

In terms of their worldview and ideology, the 

two enterprises are close. Both see Islam under 

threat by hostile forces primarily in the West. 

They share a fundamentalist or Salafist 

interpretation of the faith. They share the same 

notion that jihad means primarily an armed 

struggle, not merely a spiritual quest, and that it 

is the collective and individual duty of all 

Muslims to participate in or directly contribute 

to the armed struggle. Both Al Qaeda and ISIS 

see themselves as global movements with 

global ambitions. Both reject the tenets of the 

current international order and see the conflict 

between Muslims and “crusaders” as one that 

began centuries ago and that will continue to 

Judgment Day.  

Still, there are some doctrinal differences. Al 

Qaeda's leaders (and most Muslim scholars) 

reject ISIS's declaration of the caliphate. ISIS 

takes a harder line on Shia, focusing a large 

share of its attacks on Shia mosques and other 

targets. Al Qaeda has taken a more ecumenical 

line, arguing that Muslim attacks on Muslims, 

even those following what it regarded as deviant 

paths, would alienate followers and distract 

from the campaign against the infidels.  While 

Al Qaeda's leaders have expressed territorial 

ambitions, like driving Westerners out of Saudi 

Arabia and ridding Palestine of crusaders and 

Zionists, the group has largely operated out of 

sanctuaries, rather than seeking to seize and 

hold territory.  ISIS's leaders, on the other hand, 

see themselves as presiding over an Islamic 

State, which, as its name implies, is a physical, 

territorial expression. ISIS conquers, controls, 

governs, and even runs an economy, something 

Al Qaeda did not try to do.  The duel for 

supremacy is really a competition for support, 

alliances with like-minded groups and the 

loyalty of fighters, both in the region and afar. 

ISIS appears to be attracting a larger and 

younger audience, which reflects its superior 

use of online resources. Part of ISIS's recruiting 

appeal also lies in its advertisement of 

atrocities, but there are weaknesses in this, 

including a faddish quality, which fickle youth 

might quickly abandon.  

Al Qaeda, meanwhile, has been less able to 

receive new fighters in great numbers since its 

training camps were dispersed after 9/11. 

Geographic convenience and ease of access 

enabled ISIS to attract an estimated 30,000 

foreign fighters to its ranks, including 5,000 

from Western countries. Still, Al Qaeda has 

hardly given up its global terrorist campaign, 

continuing to provide encouragement, training 

and assistance to foreign volunteers planning to 

carry out terrorist attacks.  

To maintain the allegiance of their followers, 

both Al Qaeda and ISIS must remain violent 

and active. Terrorists attacking in their home 

countries have pledged allegiance to both 

groups.  The November terrorist attack on a 

Paris night club appears to be the work of a 

group of French fighters serving with ISIS. The 

attack on the offices of the French newspaper 

Charlie Hebdo in January, 2015, was carried out 

by brothers who had declared their loyalty to Al 

Qaeda, while their comrade who simultaneously 

attacked a kosher supermarket in Paris, claimed 

his operation to be on behalf of ISIS.  Syed 

Farouk, who attacked the San Bernardino 

Regional Center in December, began plotting 

terrorist attacks in 2011, well before the 

emergence of ISIS. However, his wife Tashfeen 

Malik, who participated in the attack, declared 

her loyalty to ISIS.  

While Al Qaeda and ISIS clearly have a lot in 

common, there are serious differences standing 

in the way of an early merger between the two 

giants of jihad. It could take a change in 

leadership of both groups and perhaps some 

compromises on mission and strategy, but there 

are enough points of confluence to make a 
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united jihadist front a realistic and frightening 

possibility.  

(Brian Michael Jenkins is senior adviser to the 

president of the non profit RAND Corporation 

and the author of How the Current Conflicts 

Are Shaping the Future of Syria and Iraq.) 

MEDIA WATCH 

 

 

Islamic military coalition holds first meeting 

in Riyadh 

 

Manama: Military chiefs from Muslim nations 

have pledged to reinforce their combat against 

terrorism, and to dry up terrorists’ resources. 

Source Gulf News, 27 March, 2016 

Saudi US envoy ‘optimistic’ on Yemeni peace 

talks 

Saudi’s ambassador to the United States has 

said that he is optimistic that UN-brokered 

negotiations between Yemen’s warring parties 

would “result in a breakthrough.”   

Source Al-arabiya.net, 27 March, 2016 

Iran wants connectivity, cooperation in 

region 

Iranian President Hassan Rowhani on Saturday 

called for regional connectivity and cooperation 

to boost economic growth and stability in the 

south Asian region 

Source Al-arabiya.net, 26 March 2016 

Syrian army advancing inside ISIS-held 

Palmyra 

Syrian government forces advanced into the 

ancient city of Palmyra on several fronts on 

Saturday, backed by waves of artillery barrages 

and Russian air strikes, a monitoring group said. 

Source Al-arabiya.net, 26 March 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

US says top IS group commander killed 

 

The Islamic State (IS) group’s top finance 

officer and other senior leaders were likely 

killed this week in a major offensive targeting 

the militant group’s financial operation, US 

Defence Secretary Ash Carter said on Friday. 

Source France24, 25 March, 2016 

Israel's Mediterranean gas deal struck down 

by top court 

Israel's top court has struck down a major 

offshore gas deal between the government and a 

US-Israeli consortium. 

Source bbc.com, 27 March 2016 

UN envoy announces Yemen ceasefire on 

April 10 

 

The warring parties in Yemen have agreed to a 

cease-fire at midnight on April 10 ahead of a 

new round of peace talks starting April 18 in 

Kuwait, the UN envoy to Yemen announced on 

Wednesday. 

Source France24, 24 March, 2016 

Kurds declare federal region in Syria's north 

Syria's Kurds on Thursday declared a federal 

region in the country's north, officials told AFP, 

but both the government and an opposition 

coalition swiftly rejected the announcement. 

Source France24, 17 March, 2016 

http://gulfnews.com/news/gulf/saudi-arabia/islamic-military-coalition-holds-first-meeting-in-riyadh-1.1698994
https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2016/03/27/Saudi-US-envoy-optimistic-on-Yemeni-peace-talks-.html
https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2016/03/27/Saudi-US-envoy-optimistic-on-Yemeni-peace-talks-.html%20%2027%20March%202016
https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/2016/03/26/Iran-wants-connectivity-cooperation-in-region-.html
https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2016/03/26/Syrian-army-advancing-inside-ISIS-held-Palmyra.html%2026%20March%202016
http://www.france24.com/en/20160325-us-says-top-islamic-state-group-commander-killed-haji-iman-iraq-syria
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-35908925%2027%20March%202016
http://www.france24.com/en/20160324-un-envoy-yemen-ceasefire-april-10
http://www.france24.com/en/20160317-kurds-declare-federal-region-northern-syria-pyd
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UN chief visits Palestinian camp destroyed in 

2007 fighting 

The U.N. secretary-general appealed Friday 

from Lebanon, urging the international 

community to provide necessary funding to help 

finish the rebuilding of a Palestinian refugee 

camp destroyed in fierce battles  

Source Al-arabiya.net, 25 March, 2016 

Yemeni forces make key gains in Jawf 

  

Yemen army forces and allied tribesmen in the 

northern province of Jawf said on Saturday they 

had taken complete control of the district of Al 

Metoun  

Source Gulf News, 25 March, 2016 

Top U.S. general: More American troops 

headed to Iraq 

The country's top military officer said Friday 

that he believes the U.S. will soon increase the 

number of American troops in Iraq. 

Source CNN, 25 March, 2016 

Investigators: Multiple ISIS plots being 

planned in Europe 

Investigators are aware of multiple additional 

ISIS plots in Europe possibly linked to the Paris 

and Brussels networks that are in various stages 

of planning.  

Source CNN, 24 March, 2016 

US blacklists two British businessmen for 

'helping Iranian airline beat sanctions' 

 

Two British businessmen have been blacklisted 

by the American government for allegedly 

helping an Iranian airline – accused of carrying 

arms and fighters to Syria – flout US terrorism 

sanctions. 

Source Telegraph, 25 March, 2016  

 

Prince Charles ‘plans’ historic royal trip to 

Iran 

The Prince of Wales is expected to visit Iran, in 

what will be the first official royal trip to the 

country for more than 40 years.  

Source Independent.uk, 28 March, 2016 

Turkey is deliberately 'unleashing' Isis 

terrorists into Europe, says Jordan King  

 

The monarch's remarks came in a meeting with 

members of the US Congress, in which he said 

that Islamist militants were being 

"manufactured in Turkey" and "unleashed" into 

Europe.  

 

Source Independent.uk, 27 March, 2016 

 

Yemen conflict: 80 per cent of population in 

need of humanitarian assistance: Oxfam 

 

Over 80 per cent of the population in war-

torn Yemen is in need of humanitarian aid and 

many are facing starvation, Oxfam has said.  

 

Source Independent.uk, 26 March, 2016 

Iran-backed Shia militia says it will fight US 

Marines deployed to Iraq 

 

One of the deadliest Iranian-backed militias in 

Iraq has threatened to attack US troops 

deployed fighting the Islamic State (Isil) and 

"deal" with them as occupying forces.  

Source Telegraph, 21 March, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2016/03/25/UN-chief-visits-Palestinian-camp-destroyed-in-2007-fighting.html
http://gulfnews.com/news/gulf/yemen/yemeni-forces-make-key-gains-in-jawf-1.1698223
http://edition.cnn.com/2016/03/25/politics/general-us-troops-iraq/index.html
http://edition.cnn.com/2016/03/24/politics/isis-plots-europe-planned-brussels-cell/index.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/iran/12204043/US-blacklists-two-British-businessmen-for-helping-Iranian-airline-beat-sanctions.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/prince-charles-plans-historic-royal-trip-to-iran-a6955821.html%2028/3.016
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/king-of-jordan-abdullah-says-turkey-isis-terrorists-and-unleashing-them-europe-erdogan-a6954841.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/topic/Yemen
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/yemen-conflict-eighty-per-cent-population-need-humanitarian-assistance-aid-oxfam-a6954116.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/iraq/12200172/Iran-backed-Shia-militia-says-it-will-fight-US-Marines-deployed-to-Iraq.html
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Russia can redeploy to Syria 'within hours', 

warns Vladimir Putin 

 

Vladimir Putin says he can reverse decision to 

withdraw from Syria at a moment's notice, in 

apparent warning against seeking to take 

advantage of the departure of Russian troops. 

 

Source Telegraph, 17 March, 2016 

 

Kurds issue new challenge with "federal 

region" plans 

The leading Kurdish political party in Syria has 

laid down a challenge to both Turkey and 

to peace talks in Geneva by announcing it 

intends to push for a federal system of 

government.  

Source Telegraph, 16 March, 2016 

US officials confirm death of Islamic State 

'minister of war' 

American officials have confirmed the death of 

one of the most infamous Islamic State of Iraq 

and the Levant (Isil) commanders Abu Omar al-

Shishani, or "Omar the Chechen". 

Source Telegraph, 14 March, 2016 

UK Special Forces' operations in Libya 

confirmed by leaked briefing    

UK Special Forces have been operating in 

Libya since January, according to a leaked 

memo from a confidential briefing delivered to 

US lawmakers by the king of Jordan.  

Source Independent.uk, 26 March 2016 

 

Hamas committed to reconciliation with 

Fatah for Palestinian unity 

Hamas leader Khaled Meshaal said he is 

committed to hammering out “operational 

methods” to implement a reconciliation pact 

between Hamas and Fatah. 

Source France24, 15 March, 2016 

Russian troops begin withdrawal from Syria 

Russia forces have begun packing up 

equipment and supplies in Syria, the defence 

ministry announced on Tuesday 

Source France24, 15 March, 2016 

Critical Syria peace talks get underway in 

Geneva 

Syria faces a moment of truth, U.N. mediator 

Staffan de Mistura said on Monday as he 

opened the first of three rounds of peace talks 

envisaged to negotiate a “clear roadmap” for a 

future Syria. 

Source France24 14 March, 2016 

 

Paris attackers listed in ‘leaked’ IS group 

documents 

A trove of documents purportedly from the 

Islamic State (IS) group contains the names of 

three of the men who conducted the November 

13, 2015, Paris attacks, German media reported 

Friday. 

Source France24, 11 March, 2016 

US strikes IS group chemical weapons sites 

 

The US-led coalition has carried out its first air 

strikes on the Islamic State (IS) group’s 

chemical weapons sites. 

Source France24, 10 March, 2016 

France launches bid to revive stalled Israeli-

Palestinian peace talks 

 

French Foreign Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault on 

Wednesday launched efforts to revive the 

Israeli-Palestinian peace process by this 

summer.  

Source France24, 09 March, 2016 

 

 

 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/vladimir-putin/12196703/Russia-can-redeploy-to-Syria-within-hours-warns-Vladimir-Putin.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/syria/12193391/Five-years-of-war-in-Syria-is-there-any-hope-of-an-end.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/syria/12196219/Kurds-issue-new-challenge-with-federal-region-plans.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/islamic-state/12194108/US-officials-confirm-death-of-Islamic-State-minister-of-war.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/uk-special-forces-sas-operations-in-libya-confirmed-by-leaked-briefing-a6952821.html
http://www.france24.com/en/20160314-hamas-chief-khaled-meshaal-palestinian-unity-israeli-knife-attacks
http://www.france24.com/en/20160314-syria-putin-orders-start-russian-withdrawal
http://www.france24.com/en/20160314-syria-peace-talks-begin-geneva-assad-opposition-islamic-state
http://www.france24.com/en/20160311-paris-attackers-listed-purported-islamic-state-leaked-documents
http://www.france24.com/en/20160310-pentagon-islamic-state-chemical-weapons-expert-strikes
http://www.france24.com/en/20160309-france-ayrault-launches-bid-revive-israeli-palestinian-peace-talks%202016-03-09
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Morocco says Western Sahara decision 

‘irreversible’ 

Morocco’s decision to reduce United Nations 

staff at the Western Sahara mission is sovereign 

and irreversible, but the government is 

committed to military cooperation with the UN 

to guarantee the ceasefire there. 

Source Al-arabiya.net, 25 March, 2016 

Turkish military strikes PKK in northern 

Iraq 

Turkish warplanes struck Kurdistan Workers 

Party (PKK) targets in northern Iraq and killed 

24 PKK fighters in southeast Turkey on 

Thursday. 

Source Al-arabiya.net, 25 March, 2016 

North Korea troops in Syria to help Assad: 

report 

North Korean military units are in Syria to help 

President Bashar al-Assad’s forces, a member 

of the Saudi-backed Syrian opposition recently 

claimed. 

Source Al-arabiya.net, 25 March, 2016 

Turkey: Brussels attacker deported from 

Turkey twice 

One of the attackers in the Brussels suicide 

bombings, Ibrahim el-Bakraoui, was deported 

twice from Turkey last year, in July and August, 

a Turkish government official said on Thursday 

Source Al-arabiya.net, 24 March, 2016 

US, Russia want new Syrian constitution 

US Secretary of State John Kerry said Thursday 

that Washington and Moscow had agreed to aim 

at having a new draft constitution for Syria 

drawn up by August, after over four hours of 

talks with President Vladimir Putin. 

Source Al-arabiya.net, 24 March, 2016 

 

Turkey, EU reach deal on plan for handling 

refugees 

European Union and Turkish officials reached 

an agreement Friday on how to deal with a 

flood of Syrian refugees.  

Source CNN , 18 March, 2016 

New Libyan government prepares to 

establish Tripoli office 

Ministers from a newly appointed Libyan unity 

government are expected to establish an office 

in Tripoli in the coming days 

Source the guardian, 17 March, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2016/03/25/Morocco-says-Western-Sahara-decision-irreversible-.html
https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2016/03/25/Turkish-warplanes-strike-PKK-targets-in-northern-Iraq.html%2025%20March%202016
https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2016/03/25/North-Korea-troops-in-Syria-to-help-Assad-report.html
https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2016/03/23/Turkey-Brussels-attacker-deported-in-2015-Belgium-ignored-warning.html
https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2016/03/24/Kerry-tells-Russia-he-wants-to-see-further-reduction-in-Syria-violence.html
http://www.cnn.com/2015/11/26/europe/syrian-refugees-crisis-macedonia-sweden-turkey/
http://edition.cnn.com/2016/03/18/europe/eu-turkey-refugees/index.html
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/mar/15/libyan-government-tripoli-fears-fresh-violence
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