
Very warm welcome to the third edition of the Raisina Dialogue 
2018, co-hosted by India’s Ministry of External Affairs and the 
Observer Research Foundation. This year we have the privilege and 
honor of having both Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and 
Prime Minister Modi in our midst today.  
 
And as we welcome both these leaders I am reminded of Prime 
Minster Modi’s words during the first ever visit of an Indian Prime 
Minister to Israel just six months ago. Sir, you had said – India and 
Israel are not only connected historically, but they are also 
connected culturally. Both are partners in human value and human 
legacy. Both the countries know how to respect their traditions and 
how to overcome difficult circumstances.  
 
I recall those words because they are very relevant to this Dialogue 
and it’s theme.  
Two years ago under the initiative of Prime Minister Modi’s 
Government this Dialogue was curated as a platform where the old 
and the new, the traditional and the modern, could discover their 
interdependence in forging a common, shared future for the world. 
  
The partnership of human values and human legacy you spoke 
about are the wellsprings that give nations resilience, the strength to 
confront the turbulence that is buffeting a troubled world.  
 
These words only emphasize the relevance of this year’s theme - 
Managing Disruption Transitions – The need to debate the Ideas, the 
Institutions, and the Idioms that will create the paradigms that will 
take the world to the next level. 
 
The pace of change induced by technological innovation is 
unprecedented. It is even transforming the way humans interact, 
and the way businesses and communities are organized, affecting 
the responses of societies and nations in unpredictable ways.  
 



Prime Minister Netanyahu leads a nation that is no stranger to 
volatility. Yet has successfully managed to provide growth, 
prosperity and security to its people in a turbulent region.   
From technological innovations that have ensured food and water 
security in a parched environment, to creating one of the most 
vibrant start-up eco-systems nurtured by a world class defence and 
technology industry, the prowess of Israel has made light of the 
greatest challenges to the security and well-being of its people.  
 
Prime Minister Netanyahu when speaking of the partnership 
between the two countries had evoked his daringly simple 
mathematical formula for success : I2T2 – Indian talent times Israeli 
technology – implement the formula he would say and the result is 
exponential. 
 
We indeed find ourselves in a world which promises exponential 
jumps in knowledge systems – possible through previously 
unimaginable collaborative networks across diverse cultures, 
societies and nations – intelligent collaborative networks that link 
man and machine.   
 
Sometimes, these can be a source of disruption, but managed well 
they can be a source for exponential growth. 
 
The presence of both Prime Ministers here serves to remind us of 
the importance of partnerships where our diversity, the uniqueness 
of each, gives us a multiplied strength.  
 
And at the Raisina Dialogue we celebrate this diversity.  
 
This year we have brought together more than 500 leaders, thinkers, 
and practitioners from 90 countries who over the next three days 
will be engaged in intense conversations on an expansive host of 
issues confronting the world.  
 



In the presence of these two Prime Ministers, who have time and 
again underscored the role of youth in spurring innovation, I would 
specially like to point out the 49 Raisina Young Fellows in the 
audience this evening. They represent 29 countries and are to 
become a part of an alumni network that is today 1500 strong 
spread across 80 countries, with many from Israel. As part of our 
Young Fellows Program they will join our conversations and even 
disrupt them with sharp critiques and evaluations of conventional 
interpretations and beliefs. 
 
There is no better way to commence the conversations at this 
Raisina Dialogue than to have Prime Minister Netanyahu deliver 
tonight’s inaugural address. 
 
We are honor and privileged by this opportunity Sir. Prime Minister 
Netanyahu, may I request you to take the stage. The floor yours, Sir. 
 
  
 


